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ip‘ring forward into- commercial importance, and grew iy,

a rapidity only equalled by the rapidity “with which emigra.
tion and cultivation spread themselves over the westery
wilderness; and she promised:speedily to rival, if not oys.
strip her elder commercial sisters™in-their race to opulence
and population Her advanfages in this noble competitioy
were seen and felt'to be chiefly,.-her closer contiguity (o he
great region beyond the mountains, the receivers and cop.
sumers: of ‘the:fruits of impottation ' by foreign commierce,
Suddenly ‘the -application of steam-power, (a discovery
which it is:yet to""be proved, whetherit be'a blessing or 5
curse to mankind) on the - Mississippi, produced invulsiy,
in trade,-and threatened the Atlantic-cities with annihilatigp
and ruin. Their great back country was thereby about to
be virtually cut off, or more properly speaking, the ascey
of foreignigoods was found to be more readily and more
cheaply sent 'up by steam' power from New Oileans, thy
by wagon power across a rough-and mountainous regig,
The great state of New York was the first to take alarm g
this condition of things, and to seek to avert its ruinous cop.
sequences by the proseccution of her great western caml,
which-was designed again to reconnect lier with the wes,
the sourse of her commercial prosperity. Pennsylvania lor
like purposes eagerly embarked in a similar pursuit, and 1t
was reserved for Maryland to follow the examuyle of her
more populous and. wealthy sisters, or to sink uader the
ruin of her commercial metropolis and the consequent ruin
of her agricultural prosperity. 'Thus situated, and wilh
less ‘population and less wealth; but with ‘that shorter and
perhaps better route still before her to the hsart of the
west, which had served-her purposes under other circun
stances, she again entered the lists of competition for a ar-
tificial route, with a heraic devotion and a spirit of eaier-
prize and boldness which has commanded universal adwira-
tion.  Narrow minded and vulgar errors with referance to
supposed personal interests, which had been engendeted by
a false view of the effect of making Raltimore one of the
great outlets for western commerce, with a portion of ihe
_ State was made to yield to juster views or more culightened

Councils, ' From these impulses and under these views,
Maryland united with other sfates to give " a'charter to the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company, and to sabscribe
hiberally to that great and daring enterprise, upon the suc
cess of which seemed to hang at that time much of Ler por
tentous fate, either as a prosperous State or a dilapidated
3. When this plan for opening an artificial routs to the
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